fiELLENISM IS ANCIENT INDIA

his 'Ancient Hindu Astronomy and Chronology/ "when the
notion was first obtained, that fore-knowledge of events on
earth might be gained by observations of the planets and stars
and by astronomical computation wherever that fancy took
its rise, certain it is that the Hindus have received and wel-
comed communications from other nations on topics of astro-
logy ; and although they had astrological divinations of their
own as early as the days of Parasara and Garga, centuries before
the Christian era, there are yet grounds to presume that com-
munications subsequently passed to them on the like subject
either from the Greeks or perhaps the same common source
(perhaps that of the Chaldaeans), whence the Greeks derived
the grosser superstitions engrafted in their own genuine and
ancient astrology which was meteorological" (p. 45). Applying
this indication to that of the division of the Zodiac into twelve
signs, represented by the same figures of animals and names,
by the words of the same import with the zodiacal signs of
the Greeks and taking into consideration, the analogy, though
not identity, between the Ptolemaic system, or rather that of
Hipparchus, and the Indian one of eccentric deferents and
epicycles which in both serve to account for the irregularities
of the planets or at least to compute them, no doubt can be
entertained that at some time or other the Hindus received
hints from the astronomical schools of the Greeks.

L, von Schroeder in his "Indiens Literatur und Cultur,"
discusses the question thus : "Em wirkliches Aufbltihen der
Astronbmie in Indien beginnt jedenfalls erst mit der Zeit des
griechischen Einflusses und es ist dies die einzige Wissenschaft,
in welcher wir unzweifelhaft starke Beeinflussung von seiten
der Griechen nachweisen kdnnen. Die Indischeh Astronomen
geben denn auch durchweg die Yavana (d. i. die Jonier oder
Griechen) als ihre Lehrer an. Deiser Einfluss springt vor
Allem deutlicb in die Augen durch die zahlreichen griecbischen
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